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Signposts for Australian Agriculture

• A partnership between
– Industry
– The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Forestry
– The National Land & Water Resources Audit
– The Bureau of Rural Sciences

• To help industries, governments and the 
community understand the 
environmental, economic and social 
benefits and impacts of Australian 
agricultural industries.



The Signposts framework

• Subject
– An agricultural industry

• Question
– How does the industry contribute to sustainable development?

• Scope
– All contributions

– Positive and negative
– Social, economic and environmental
– Long and short term

Desired outcomes

We want agricultural industries that

• Maintain and enhance the value of the assets 
entrusted to them

• Contribute to the value of assets held by others by
– Maintaining and increasing positive impacts
– Decreasing and eliminating negative impacts
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For each component

– Description
– Desired outcome
– Indicator
– Summary measure
– Results
– Responses
– External drivers
– Comment section





Are industries maintaining and 
enhancing the value of their assets?

Beef Grains Horticulture

Dairy Cotton Wine

Are industries improving their 
impact on assets held by others?

Beef Grains Horticulture

Dairy Cotton Wine
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Response pathways – linking policy 
and management responses to 

industry outcomes

Uses of Signposts

• Organising thinking about an industry
• Planning
• Making links between industry and other 

activities such as natural resource management 
and regional development

• Reporting on industry performance and what 
industry is doing to improve that performance

• Providing access to industry specific information
• Making comparisons across industries
• Identifying data gaps and research needs



Further information

• Assessing the environmental performance of the food value chain –
An extension of the Signposts for Australian Agriculture framework

– http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/food/publications/food-value-chain
• Grains Industry Profile

– www.brs.gov.au/signposts-grains
• Signposts for Australian Agriculture 

– http://nlwra.gov.au/national-land-and-water-resources-audit/signposts-
australian-agriculture

• Sustainability Indicators
– http://affashop.gov.au/product.asp?prodid=13361

• Chesson (2004) Public Administration Today, Dec/Feb issue.

• National ESD Reporting Framework for Australian Fisheries 
– www.fisheries-esd.com.au

• Jean Chesson
– 02 6272 5893, jean.chesson@brs.gov.au

brs.gov.au


